
sity passed out and so intoxi-
cated that investigators
thought they had overdosed
on drugs.

Nine students who drank a
caffeinated malt liquor called
Four Loko were hospitalized
with blood-alcohol levels
ranging from 0.12 percent to

0.35 percent, and a female stu-
dent nearly died, CWU Presi-
dent James L. Gaudino said.
A blood-alcohol concentra-
tion of 0.30 percent is consid-
ered potentially lethal.

All the hospitalized stu-
dents were inexperienced
drinkers, freshmen ranging
in age from 17 to 19. Toxicolo-
gy results showed no drugs in

their bloodstreams, though a
small amount of marijuana
was reported at the party,
university police Chief Steve
Rittereiser said.

Some students admitted
drinking vodka, rum and
beer with Four Loko, which
is made by Phusion Projects
Inc., of Chicago.

Phusion said in a state-

ment people have consumed
caffeine and alcohol together
safely for years. The compa-
ny said it markets its prod-
ucts responsibly to those of
legal drinking age and shares
with college administrators
the goal of making campuses
safe and healthy environ-
ments.

“The unacceptable inci-
dent at Central Washington
University, which appears to
have involved hard liquor,
such as vodka and rum, beer,
our products, and possibly
illicit substances, is precisely
why we go to great lengths to
ensure our products are not
sold to underage consumers
and are not abused,” the
statement said.

Promoting excess?
Four Loko comes in sever-

al varieties, including fruit
punch and blue raspberry. A
23.5-ounce can sells for about
$2.50 and has an alcohol con-
tent of 12 percent, compara-
ble to four beers, according to
the company’s website.

Health advocates say the
caffeine in the drink can also

suspend the effects of alcohol
consumption, allowing a per-
son to consume more than
usual.

“It gets you really drunk
really fast and it gives you a
lot of energy so you’re not
going to be laying down and
sleeping,” said 18-year-old
CWU freshman Hyatt Van
Cotthem of Everett, Wash.,
who said he’s tried the bever-
age but doesn’t drink it
because the taste is “nasty.”
He didn’t attend the party.

Regulating such drinks
would be a good idea, Cot-
them said, because he’s seen
so many students do dumb
things when drinking it. But
he and a friend also ques-
tioned that the drink alone
could have wreaked so much
havoc.

“There’s no way that Four
Loko caused all these people
to just pass out,” he said.

Beverage ban
The nine sickened stu-

dents have recovered and
returned to their classes. No
criminal charges have been
filed, but Rittereiser said the

investigation into the source
of the alcohol continues.

Gaudino banned alcoholic
energy drinks from CWU’s
campus Monday, following
the president of New Jersey’s
Ramapo College, who banned
the drinks last month after
attributing several students’
hospitalizations to Four
Loko.

“It’s not that we’d seen a
lot of consumption, but we’d
seen enough that it worried
us, because it was in situa-
tions of extreme intoxica-
tion,” Ramapo President
Peter Mercer said Monday.
“Having seen no redeeming
social use for it, and seeing
the damage and danger it
could pose, I ordered a ban.”

Mercer said he eagerly
awaits the results of the FDA
review and supports a meas-
ure to ban the drinks in New
Jersey.

Utah and Montana have
restricted the sale of the caf-
feinated malt liquors to just
state liquor stores. A bill to
ban the drinks in Washing-
ton state failed in the Legisla-
ture earlier this year.
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“Severe thunderstorms, including a
number of tornadoes, were reported across
Texas on Sunday, and more of them occurred
yesterday in the Southeastern states and as
far north as Virginia. This kind of outbreak is

normal this time of year, as colder air and warm,
moist air clash

over the
Southern
states. But

in another
month or so,

colder air will begin to dominate and things
will settle down until next spring. 

“With warm, moist air continuing to
blow into the state, today will be variably
cloudy, breezy and warm, with a few
showers or storms late in the day or at
night. Tomorrow will be variably cloudy,
breezy and warm.

“When Hurricane Richard reached the
southwest Gulf of Mexico, strong upper-air
winds blew the top off it, and it quickly died.”
Thaddeus Quackus, PE Weatherbird

By Ava Robbins, 7,
Millville

nitely not about speed. There are no prizes
for who finishes first, and part of the fun is
running with the group, he says. 

“The bigger the pack is, the easier it is to
stay with,” he says. 

If the event does ever hand out awards,
they would be for raising money or for com-
ing up with creative outfits, Nespoli says. 

Sponsor search
Last year, about 70 runners raised just

under $13,000 for the Susan G. Komen For the
Cure fund in the run’s inaugural year. 

Nespoli wants to increase both figures
this year, though he hasn’t set targets. He

observes, “$15,000 is a nice, round num-
ber.”

He hopes to recruit a few local corporate
sponsors to help bump the total. 

Sign-ups open
Nespoli isn’t counting on milder weather

with the date shift, especially since last
year’s run saw reasonable temperatures in
the 40s. He’s fine with anything warmer than
the 22 degrees that froze him when he ran a
similar race in 2008 in Boston. 

Registration has been open for a couple
days at  www.speedorunforthecause.com

Reporter Ben Timberlake can be reached
at 752-3646 or at ben.t@pressenterprise.net.

Santas ‘09 run raised almost $13G
Continued from front page

dragging the attached credit
card machine and monitor
from the counter top. 

He used his knife to cut the
electrical wires connecting
the other devices and hustled
out.

There was about $100 in
the register, Trivedi said.

‘Thirty seconds’
Trivedi reached under the

counter and activated a silent
alarm. He followed the man
to the door, pulled his store
keys from his pocket and
locked it behind the robber,
he said.

Shaken and worried the
man might return, he
watched through the glass to
see where he was going. It
was still too dark to tell for
sure, Trivedi said.

Around 7 a.m. is usually
when parents start arriving
with kids at a school bus stop
across Route 11. But no one
saw anything yesterday
morning, he said. 

The robber came in at 6:54
a.m. He was out the door by
6:55, Trivedi said.

“Thirty seconds,” he esti-
mated.

Path unknown
Police had not tracked

down the thief by evening.

State Police at Milton were
looking for a white man,
about 5-foot-7, and about 160
or 175 pounds. He was wear-
ing a black mask, a camou-
flage hunting jacket, tan
pants and light shoes.

The surveillance footage
showed the robber walked
toward the back of the build-
ing. But it was not clear
where he went from there.
Trivedi saw no vehicle out-
side waiting.

But the suspect could have
walked to another nearby
business lot, or through the
yards behind to Old Bloom
Road, just a few hundred feet
away, the shopkeeper said.

‘It was scary’
There was $105.11 in the

register, Trivedi said.
He knows for sure. He

opened the store with $100 for
change. His first customer
bought a pack of cigarettes
and a 50-cent pie for break-
fast, ringing up a $5.11 tab.

He said his insurance
should cover the cost of
replacing the equipment.

Trivedi, who has run the
food market and gas station
with wife Kusum for two
years, said it took him about
a half hour or more to relax
from the startling experi-
ence.

“It was scary,” he said.
John-Erik Koslosky

reports for the Press Enter-
prise. Got a news tip or story
you think the community

should know about? Call him
at 387-1234, ext. 1306, or e-

mail him at
john.k@pressenterprise.net.

Robber ‘Give me the money’
Continued from front page

Police learned about the
horse abuse after analyzing
Armstrong’s computer files.
That was after a complaint
from his wife about images of
possible child pornography
on their home computer.

“The humiliation you
brought on yourself and your

family is far worse than any
sentence I can impose,”
James told the defendant.
Armstrong stood silently in
prison clothing during the
brief hearing.

His jail sentence was
ordered to start immediately
and run at the same time as
any sentence imposed in
Lycoming County. Arm-

strong was charged there
with having sex with a 15-
year-old girl whom he asked
to assist him in a sexual act
with a horse, authorities say.

Leon Bogdan covers
courts and police and can be
reached at 784-2121, extension
1307, or by e-mailing him at
leon.b@pressenterprise.net

Molester Sentence ordered to start at once
Continued from front page

Drinks Nine Wash. students hospitalized
Continued from front page

Press Enterprise/Keith Haupt
DILIP TRIVEDI, owner of the Mid Mart along Route 11 in Cooper Township, stands behind the counter of his store Monday after-
noon. Trivedi was robbed around 7 Monday morning.

BUCKHORN — The fourth Annual Night
of Giving is set for the Columbia Mall on Sun-
day, Nov. 7, from 6-9 p.m.

The featured entertainment includes the
Oz Acoustic Show and high school choruses
from Bloomsburg and Southern Columbia.

There will also be food sampling from

local restaurants; a petting zoo; Lanny Lee
the balloon artist, and free chair massages
from Catawissa Chiropractic Center. 

Patrons can donate to be eligible to win
door prizes and mall-wide discounts. All pro-
ceeds will benefit Columbia-Montour Home
Hospice.

Night of Giving to be Nov. 7 at mall

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — A
counselor found out the hard
way Idaho Medicaid doesn’t
pay for rap concerts.

The state attorney gener-
al’s office says 26-year-old
Lindsay A. Nelson billed

Medicaid last year for coun-
seling two boys when he actu-
ally took them to see the Kot-
tonmouth Kings perform.

The agency says Nelson,
who works in psychosocial
rehabilitation, was sentenced

in Idaho’s 1st District Court
to 30 days in jail after plead-
ing guilty to one count of
Medicaid provider fraud.

Authorities say Nelson
billed Idaho Medicaid last year
for counseling services.

Idaho counselor sentenced for Medicaid fraud


